


May 25 – June 22, 2024: D U E T | charles tyrrell & helen o’leary is a first time collaboration
for these two internationally renowned artists and is a captivating visual dialogue, a seamless
fusion of form and concept. 

O'Leary's unconventional approach to painting, marked by the reconstruction of materials
and exploration of spatial dynamics, finds resonance within Tyrrell's structured compositions,
where the grid serves as a foundation for intricate exploration. Through this juxtaposition, D U
E T encapsulates the collaborative spirit of these two artists as they navigate the visual
landscape together.

In D U E T, viewers are invited to witness the convergence of divergent artistic voices. O'Leary
and Tyrrell's artworks resonate with rhythm and depth, inviting audiences to immerse
themselves in the symphonic interplay of visual storytelling.

Born in Trim, Co. Meath, Charles Tyrrell’s large-scale canvases feature in all major Irish
collections. Since he graduated from the National College of Art and Design in Dublin, the
grid has underpinned almost everything Tyrrell has accomplished as an artist. His work
practice incorporates painting on canvas and aluminium as well as drawing and print.

Speaking about his grid paintings, Tyrrell said, “A grids existence is the result of a collection
of independent events. They’re like maps of what it takes to organise – in terms of politics and
society - all the twists and turns and compromises and accommodations that have to be made
to pull everything together into some kind of unified whole. These are images over which I
have little control. This idea is fundamental to my way of working. It suits my desire to allow
the painting to have a certain autonomy. I don’t want to dominate the process, I want a
partnership.”

Originally from Wexford, Helen O’Leary is an internationally renowned artist based in New
Jersey and Leitrim. Although self-described as a painter, her artwork defies traditional
structures. She constructs paintings that can stand by themselves, that have their own
architecture. Her paintings hold a history of their past lives, created from pieces of previous
paintings, wood and materials she stores in her studio. 

D U E T | CharlesTyrrell & Helen O’Leary



Speaking about the upcoming exhibition, Helen O’Leary, said "The inventory and
archaeology of memoir, place, histories, big and small, are embedded in my work. I knit
with wood, bending the painting out of the ruin of its own making. Each piece is cobbled
together from the detritus of earlier attempts. I build ‘history paintings’ that are created in
the process of dismantling and redress. I think of my forms as the upholstery and bulge of
middle age, blank places for new memory. Failure, paralysis, grief and ultimately self-
determination are cyclical points on the wheel of my work."

Exhibition runs from February 24th to March 9th.
Gallery Hours: 1 – 6pm, Wed to Sat, or by appointment. For more see
https://claremorrisgallery.ie/ or find us on instagram

https://claremorrisgallery.ie/


Charles Tyrrell originally comes from Trim Co.
Meath. He studied painting at the National
College of Art and Design, Dublin. After
graduating in 1974 he continued living and
working in Dublin until 1984 when he moved
with his family to Allihies on the Beara Peninsula
in West Cork.

He has exhibited extensively in Ireland as well
as exhibitions in Britain, France, Austria and
Germany. He has represented Ireland on a
number of occasions, notably the Paris Biennale
and the International Festival of Painting at
Cagnes-sur-Mere in France.

His work has always been concerned with
abstraction. Originally his painting would have
directly connected with Abstract Expressionism
but over the years his work has steered its
course through a more programmatic
minimalism while leaving room for the intuitive,
allowing the paintings carry many resonances. 

Charles Tyrrell is a member of Aosdána, an
affiliation of creative artists, established by the
Arts Council of Ireland to honour those artists
whose work has made an outstanding
contribution to the arts in Ireland. 
He is an associate member of the Royal
Hibernian Academy.

Charles Tyrrell





Charles Tyrrell, CG4.22 Oil on canvas. 188x150cm,  €21.000



Charles Tyrrell, CG1.22 Oil on canvas. 188x150cm, €21,000



Charles Tyrrell, CG2.23 Oil on canvas. 188x150cm, €21,000



Charles Tyrrell, CG8.23 Oil on canvas. 188x150cm, €21,000



Charles Tyrrell, CG3.22 Oil on canvas. 188x150cm, €21,000





SAR 4.22  Graphite on paper.  40 x 29cm.    €1,100.00



Charles Tyrrell, SAR 15.22  
Graphite on paper,  
40 x 29cm. €1,100

Charles Tyrrell, SAR 18.22 
Graphite on paper, 
40 x 29cm, €1,100





Y19.19 Acrylic on Yupo on Birch ply 64x45cm, 



Charles Tyrrell, Y13.19 
Acrylic on Yupo on Birch ply 
64x45cm, €2,800

Charles Tyrrell, Y15.19 
Acrylic on Yupo on Birch ply 
64x45cm, €2,800 



Charles Tyrrell, CG3.23 Oil on canvas. 125x100cm, €12,000



 Professor in the School of Visual Arts at Penn
State University, O’Leary co-authored the Penn
State Program Representing the Irish Landscape,
which includes climate scientists, poets, writers,
activists, and farmers. 

Helen O’ leary holds MFA and BFA degrees from
The School of the Art Institute of Chicago, IL.
Currently based in New Jersey and Leitrim, her
work has been widely recognized through
awards and residencies including the Rome Prize
American Academy in Rome; the Hennessy
Purchase Award, IMMA, Dublin; the Purchase
Award American Academy of Arts and Letters;
the John Simon Guggenheim Fellowship; the
Pollock-Krasner awards (2); the Joan Mitchell
Award for painting and sculpture; the Culturel
Irlandaise, France; the Sam and Adele Golden
Residency, NY; the Mac Dowell Fellowship (2),
New Hamshire; the Skowhegan program, ME;
and the Yaddo Residency, NY. 

Among multiple and prestigious  exhibitions are
the American Academy of Arts and Letters, NYC;
The American Academy in Rome, Italy and NYC;  
National Gallery of Art, Ireland; Lesley Heller
Gallery, NYC; Muscarele Museum of Art,
Williamsburg, Virginia; The Butler Gallery,
Ireland; The National Portrait Gallery, Limerick,
Ireland; Patricia Sweetow Gallery, San Francisco;
Zurcher Gallery, NYC; Zolla/Lieberman Gallery,
Chicago, IL; Glasgow Museum of Art, Scotland;
and the Irish Museum of Modern Art, Ireland.

 

Helen O’Leary



Armature- wall hanging, egg oil emulsion, reclaimed pigment, 
linen, pigments,, on restricted wood 97 x 74 x 10cm,, €9,200



Helen O’Leary, Egg oil emulsion, casein on linen, reclaimed pigments,
on reconstructed wood, 2022-23, 60 x 42 x 35cm,  €14,200



Helen O’Leary, Sore spot series, #2. chalk, linen, crushed egg shell, 
egg tempera, pigments,  on reconstructed wood, 35 x 28 x x 11, €6,700





Helen O’Leary, Egg oil on linen on reconstructed wood, 2024, 28 x 14 x 7cm,  €4,500



Writing the Unwritable Novel - constructed wood, 
pigment, linen, egg tempera. 34 x 24 x 24cm, €6,700





Sore spot #1
Egg oil, crushed egg shells, 
reclaimed and sourced pigment
2020-23
€14,200



Your paragraph text

Sore spot #1
Egg oil, crushed egg shells, 
reclaimed and sourced pigment
2020-23
€14,200



Sore spot- frame, 2023
Egg tempera, casein, on linen on reclaimed wood 
€8500



Your paragraph text

Sore spot #12
Egg tempera, crushed egg shell, reclaimed
pigment, linen, on reconstructed wood
E8,200



Sore spot, part A (in two parts, with armature) 
Egg tempera, on reconstructed wood, oil on linen, casein, pigment.
2022-23
€14200



Sore spot, part B (in two parts, with armature) 
Egg tempeSorra, on reconstructed wood, oil on linen, casein, pigment.
2022-23, €14,200



Sore Spot 7, 
Egg oil emulsion, casein on linen, 
reclaimed pigments, on reconstructed wood
2022-23, €6,700



Sore spot 5, Egg tempera, reclaimed pigments, 
casein, cork, crushed egg shells, 
crushed oystershell..
2023-24, €9500





Refusal, 2015
Silverpoint on reconstructed wood 
Chalk, linen, silverpoint
E8500



For more information adn images please contact Roemarie Noone at 087
7912337/info@claremorrisgallery.ie www.claremorrisgallery.ie

Claremorris Gallery, Mount St. Claermorris, Co. Mayo, Ireland


